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Date:

To:

From:

Subject:

Agricultural Commission
Staff Report

October 28, 2015

EI Dorado County Agricultural Commission

LeeAnne Mila; Deputy Agricultural Commissioner

Agricultural Commission review of Special Use Permit request to allow
permanent agricultural worker housing.
S15-00015/HOOVERVILLE AG HOUSING
APN: 089-320-11

Planning Request and Project Description:

Planning services is requesting a written recommendation on a special use permit
request for three permanent agricultural employee housing units at Hooverville Orchard.
All three of the permanent agricultural housing buildings are existing structures. The
parcel is under a Williamson Act Contract. The property, identified by Assessor's Parcel
Number 089-320-11, consists of 72 acres, and is located at 1135 Wallace Rd., in the
Gold Hill Area. (District IV).

Department of Agriculture records show that 69 acres, of the total 72 acres on APN:
089-320-11, are currently being utilized for permanent crop production.

Discussion:

Chapter 130.36.040(L) of the County code requires that applications for agricultural
labor housing be approved only upon a favorable recommendation from the agricultural
commission that the activities conducted on the property or contiguous properties under
the same ownership satisfy the criteria for an agricultural operation.

In addition, the following two General Plan policies direct Commission guidance:

Policy 8.1.4. - The County Agricultural Commission shall review all discretionary
development applications and the location of proposed public facilities involving land
zoned for or designated agriculture, or lands adjacent to such lands, and shall make
recommendations to the reviewing authority. Before granting approval, a determination
shall be made by the approving authority that the proposed use:
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A. Will not intensify existing conflicts or add new conflicts between adjacent
residential areas and agricultural activities; and

B. Will not create an island effect wherein agricultural lands located between the
project site and other non-agricultural lands will be negatively affected; and

C. Will not significantly reduce or destroy the buffering effect of existing large
parcel sizes adjacent to agricultural lands.

Policy 8.2.3.1. - A special use permit shall be required for additional dwellings over
and above those allowed by right for permanent and seasonal agricultural employees.
The Agricultural Commission shall review the application and make recommendation on
the necessity and compatibility of the additional dwelling units with the agricultural
activities both on- and off-site. The special use permit shall be subject to the following
provisions:

A. The housing is clearly needed for and incidental to agricultural production and
related uses on the site; and

B. The housing is constructed and maintained to conform to the minimum
standards contained in the Uniform Building Code or as otherwise regulated
by the State Department of Housing and Community Development for migrant
farm labor housing.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends APPROVAL of SF15-00015, as all the
necessary findings can be made for this project.

1.) Activities on this property satisfy the criteria for an agricultural operation
2.) All determinations necessary for General Plan Policy 8.1.4.1 can be made.
3.) Determinations as required by General Plan Policy 8.2.3.1 can be made. The

agricultural operation on APN: 089-320-11 necessitates agricultural employees
and housing. The three existing agricultural housing structures will be compatible
with agricultural activities both on and off the site.
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