
Firewise USA



Goals

UNDERSTAND THE 
FIREWISE PROCESS

LEARN HOW TO GET 
STARTED

KNOW WHAT SUPPORT 
IS AVAILABLE



Are you already in 
a 

Firewise 
Community?

• Check the OWPR Mapping Tool

• Online Mapping Tool - El Dorado County

https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/Public-Safety-Justice/Wildfire-Disaster/Office-of-Wildfire-Preparedness-and-Resilience/Online-Mapping-Tool
https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/Public-Safety-Justice/Wildfire-Disaster/Office-of-Wildfire-Preparedness-and-Resilience/Online-Mapping-Tool
https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/Public-Safety-Justice/Wildfire-Disaster/Office-of-Wildfire-Preparedness-and-Resilience/Online-Mapping-Tool
https://www.eldoradocounty.ca.gov/Public-Safety-Justice/Wildfire-Disaster/Office-of-Wildfire-Preparedness-and-Resilience/Online-Mapping-Tool


Step 1: Organize

• People to help with risk 
assessment, community 
outreach, etc. 

Form a 
local 

committee

• 2-3 
Identify a 
resident 
leader



Who Should 
Be Involved?

Neighbors

Local Fire District 

OWPR



Community 
Requirements

• 8–2,500 homes

• Parcel level 
accurate

• Defined 
boundaries
 Must be 

contiguous



Mapping

Use existing map of community or Contact OWPR for assistance with 
mapping

Will also provide number of parcels
Once community has achieved recognition, 

community map will go live on mapping tool 



Create Community in Portal

Enter Tanya Harlow as Regional Coordinator 

Tanya.harlow@edcgov.us

Enter the information that you do have and save

Now that you have the boundary and number of parcels, “Create Community”

mailto:Tanya.harlow@edcgov.us


Step 2: Plan

Community Wildfire Risk 
Assessment

https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-
research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-

learning-opportunities

https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/wildfire/firewise-usa/online-learning-opportunities


Risk Assessment Focus

Home ignition 
zones

Overall 
community 
conditions

Updated 
every 5 years



Risk Assessment 
Includes:

 Site information
 Items to be evaluated 

 Home Hardening
 Roofing materials, soffit vents, siding, 

skirting, decks/combustible 
attachments, windows, gutters

 Defensible Space (Refer to inspection 
form)
 Zone 0 – 0-5 Feet from the structure
 Zone 1 – 5-30 Feet from the structure
 Zone 2 – 30-100 Feet from the structure



Conducting Risk Assessment

 Risk Assessment
 Assess as many homes as possible, not every home has 

to be assessed for the purpose of achieving 
designation

 Roadside assessments may be conducted, or 
electronic
 Electronic questionnaire may be sent to homeowners if a 

community has an email list



Summary

 Summarize findings of the Risk 
Assessment here

 Percentages captured here create 
a snapshot of the community
 Gives the community a starting point 

on what to focus their efforts towards



Recommendations

 Use findings from the Risk 
Assessment to identify actions and 
steps that can be taken



Create an 
Action 
Plan

• 3-year plan
• Annual priorities
• Living document



Develop a Plan

 3 Year-Action Plan
 All actions must be derived from findings of the Risk 

Assessment

 These actions will include defensible space and 
home hardening measures

 Wildfire preparedness, such as evacuations

 Must include a minimum of 1 educational event a year



Step 3: Do

EDUCATION MITIGATION 
PROJECTS

VOLUNTEER 
EFFORTS

ENTER 
INVESTMENT



Implementation

 Educational Events
 A Firewise Community needs to host at minimum 1 

educational event per year
 BBQ, community meeting, Firewise meeting with a guest are a 

few examples

 Volunteer Hours
 Communities are required to record and report the 

volunteer hours worked in their community

 1 hour per residence within the community

 Any work done on a property counts towards this hour 
amount
 Paid labor, homeowner work, grant funded projects



Renewal process & 
Requirements

 Firewise Communities must submit for renewal every year
 1 Year

 Communities must submit volunteer hours
 1 hour per residence

 Submit estimated vegetation removed

 3 Year
 Create a new 3 Year-Action Plan

 May use activities from the existing plan, but may not copy and paste 
the entire document

 5 Year
 A new Risk Assessment shall be conducted

 Helps a community understand where improvements took place, and 
where to focus future efforts



Benefits

Increase community 
preparedness for 
wildfire events

Inform the community 
of assistance programs 
or other County 
programs

Potential for insurance 
discounts



Contacts

 Firewise Regional Coordinator

 Tanya Harlow
Office of Wildfire Preparedness   

and Resilience

Tanya.harlow@edcgov.us

mailto:Tanya.harlow@edcgov.us


What Happens Next?

State review NFPA recognition



Step 4: Report & Renew

Annual reporting in November
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